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Hello Fellow Gardeners 
Attention! I know it’s short notice, but our next activity will 
be on Sunday 12th February 2023. Yes, it’s a Sunday, not 

our usual Monday for get-togethers. 
      As promised, we are going to visit a ‘pick your own’ blueberry farm in Cherokee. 
Our hosts are Rita and John Benson, who are the parents one of our members, 
Henryka Benson. We have had to bring the date forward due to the ripening of the 
blueberries. 

   Rita and John have generously offered to show us around the farm and throw 
some light on growing blueberries. But that is not the only thing to do - we can pick 
some berries to take home. Henryka advises to bring a container to take your 
blueberries home in, and to wear old clothes including long pants and solid 
footwear.  

   There will be a small charge for berries, estimated by weight, but the they will be 
amazingly good, super fresh, local and delicious. They freeze really well so you 
could have a supply through winter if you wish. I can guarantee they are 100% 
better than those available commercially! 

    Henryka has lived in the Macedon Ranges since childhood, and has described 
her parents as the original tree-changers, but they were called hippies or alternative 
life stylers back then. Living in Cherokee without power in winter was “character 
building” to say the least. She has worked as an agronomist, in revegetation work, 
a teacher and was a contributing author to the 2008 Macedon Ranges 
Environmental Strategy. Henryka has significant interest in the effects of climate 
change on health in humans, animals and plants. She also has a keen interest in 
integrated pest management, boutique agriculture/horticulture and growing produce 
for self-sufficiency. 

 Address:   901 Gapp Rd, Cherokee 

Time:          Meet at 9.30 am for 10.00 start 

Bring:         Container and cash for berries, water/morning tea, appropriate clothing 
and footwear, sunscreen, hat, gloves. 

Toilets:       Unfortunately, none available but it’s okay to visit nearby bushes…                                    

RSVP: Please rsvp by email to Nicholas, (not Henryka) asap.  
nicholasscott@bigpond.com 

Transport:  As per our Melton visit, self drive, and car pooling please. 



 Report from our first Garden Get together for 2023 
 On  January 16th KHS members and friends visited Victoria’s newest Botanic 
Garden, in Melton. The morning was well attended, the weather was kind and our 
hosts were very generous in giving of their time and information. John and Jill 
Bentley explained how the Gardens evolved and developed over the last twenty or 
so years. It was truly inspirational and demonstrates the amazing power of people 
who are passionate and who join forces to volunteer. They are now the Friends of 
Melton Botanic Garden. What they have created is astounding. The local council 
gradually saw the energy, force and potential of the idea and now supports the 
Group’s work with $35000 per year. 

There were parts of the garden that we didn’t even get to see, as we ran out of 
time. But I’m sure many of our group will return to visit again and again. I for one 
want to see the Eucalypt Arboretum.  Their focus is on demonstrating what can be 
achieved in low rainfall climates, with plants that are from many areas of the world. 

 We learnt that the Friends group are attempting to attract more members. If they 
get over the 400 mark, ( presently about 370), they will be eligible for more financial 
support in the way of grants, and gain notoriety as the local group with even more 
members than local sporting groups. That would be a game changer so I 
encourage any of you to join up online. (You don’t have to DO any work!) Becoming 
a member would foster and support the work of the Friends Group.     https://
www.fmbg.org.au/membership.htm 

 The  Friends group have created a nursery with plants propagated from the 
gardens. The plants are very reasonably priced. 
The nursery open times are: 10am to 1pm - Tuesdays, Thursdays, 2nd and 4th Sundays 
Latest list of Plants For Sale as at February 2023  Nursery Manager, Anne Langmaid 0405 
440 956 Address: 21 Williams St, Melton, 3337.  

Garden Inspiration 
 Even though it’s a bit too hot to spend much time out in your garden there are 
places to visit. Here’s a few ideas. 

• Open Gardens Vic has lots of places to visit.       www.opengardensvic.org.au 

• Don’t forget about our neighbouring Botanic Gardens which are always inspiring 
places to visit, eg., White hills in Bendigo, Castlemaine, Wombat Hill Daylesford, 
Ballarat, Melton and, our Shire’s, Kyneton Malmsbury and Gisborne. Further 
afield are Melbourne, Williamstown, Maranoa, Burnley, Geelong, Colac, 
Hamilton, and Albury, Shepparton and Benalla to name a few.                        
www.bganz.org.au 

https://www.fmbg.org.au/membership.htm
https://www.fmbg.org.au/membership.htm
https://www.fmbg.org.au/nursery/FMBG_Nursery_Plantsforsale_2023_02.pdf


THE FRUIT AND VEGIE GARDEN 

Duncan Cocking is a KHS member. Last year he was one of our fantastic guest 
speakers. He is a professional horticulturist who specialises in assisting people to 
grow their own food. Do have a read of Duncan’s Edible Gardening newsletters 
which are available via his website. They’re inspiring, encouraging and information 
packed! You can subscribe on his website and the monthly newsletters will be 
delivered free to KHS members via your inbox.   Thanks a mill, Duncan !                       
www.leafrootandfruit.com.au 

WHAT’S on CALENDAR   2023 
January  16th                 Melton Botanic Garden visit 

February  12/19th?        Blueberry farm Cherokee 

March    20th                  Biolinks  local project     Sophie Bickford  

April     1st +2nd            Autumn Show first weekend 

               29th?               Autumn Harvest local garden visit 

May     15th                    Garden photography   Simon Griffiths  

June  19th                      From Journalist to Nurserywoman Springhill  

July    -                           Winter Break  

August  21st                  All about olives    Rob Pearse 

September   18th          Life as a Bushland Reserves Officer   Martin Roberts 

October 16th                 Gardening for our changing climate   Peter May 

November   19th 20th or 21st?     2 Garden visits  Verdicus & Springhill  ??? 

December   8th             Xmas get-together    

  

LOCAL GARDEN HISTORY  

 These articles are researched and provided by our in-house historian Mal Closter.   
    Thanks Mal. 

HORTICULTURAL SHOW 

The ordinary entries for the Autumn Show closed on Saturday at the Mechanics’ Institute, 
the secretary being in attendance all day. Late entries closed at Mr Kelly’s residence on 
Monday at 8 p.m. The total number of entries amounted to 274, as against 152 at the 
Spring Show held in December last year. There promises to be a good exhibition in the 
flower and vegetable sections, there being over 100 entries in each. Altogether the present 

http://www.leafrootandfruit.com.au


show seems likely to 
eclipse all previous 
shows of a like nature, 
especially in the 
quality of the exhibits, 
each year bringing in 
new exhibitors, and 
each one trying his 
best to outdo his 
neighbour. The 
Horticultural Society, 
no doubt, has 
stimulated the people, 
and now, instead of 
seeing bare ground 
about a dwelling as 
formerly, in many 
cases it is surrounded 
either by beautiful 

flowers or vegetables. It now remains with the public to show their appreciation of the 
society’s efforts by attending en masse to make it a financial success. During each 
evening a grand entertainment will be held. The entertainment committee has engaged 
Tom Buckley, the well-known and versatile comedian of Melbourne, to give selections of 
songs, dances, &c. Refreshments will be obtained during the progress of the show. The 
committee has spared no pains in providing everything for the comfort of visitors. 

Kyneton Guardian 21st April 1896. 

	
The Best Gardening Radio Program         Are you missing out?  
Just in case you didn’t see my previous rant, here’s some info. 

For over 25 years I have been involved with the Community Radio Gardening show, 
(3CR). I have learned so much from the presenters who, invariably, are committed ‘Plant 
Nuts’, just as I have become. 

It is presented by volunteers from all aspects of horticulture, be they horticultural 
educators, plant breeders, propagators, nursery owners, wholesale growers and retailers, 
horticultural media, authors, staff from the Botanic gardens, revegetation experts, pest and 
weed experts, the Nursery and Garden Industry body, to name a few. 

Every Sunday morning at least three of the presenters get up really early to travel from 
afar into Collingwood to the Radio station to talk about horticulture, for our pleasure and 
education. There are no sponsors or pay, they are all volunteering their time and expertise. 
There are no advertisements, just ’plant talk’. Every week the show is different according 
to what these presenters have brought to the table, and what questions that you, the 
listeners, may pose.  They even do homework on our behalf if necessary. I think it is a 
hidden treasure! 

Details:   3CR is Live on Sunday mornings 7.30 am to 9.15 am, 855 on the AM band 
(which is one station up from ABC 774 AM). However due to our distance from the station, 
the reception can be a bit hit and miss, so its’ better if you can go online and listen. Two 



options: If you want to listen live., go to www.3cr.org.au, choose the gardening show, or, 
you can download a free radio app - eg. www.radio.net, which has excellent quality audio. 

If you want to listen later at any time (so you could sleep in), 3CR have each show 
podcasted for 4 weeks. This enables you to listen to the program again in case you missed 
something.        www.3cr.org.au             Happy listening             Margot

http://www.3cr.org.au
http://www.radio.net
http://www.3cr.org.au

